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Denver to embrace snow-
sport enthusiasts 
 
City tourism officials are expected to announce 
the annual industry trade show 
 
By Suzanne S. Brown and Elizabeth Aguilera 
The Denver Post 
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Tourism officials are expected to announce 
today that the SnowSports Industries of America 
is bringing its annual trade show to Denver.  
 
The Denver Metro Convention and Visitors 
Bureau has said it will announce "the largest 
convention booking in Denver's history" 
at a news conference that will include Denver 
Mayor John Hickenlooper and Gov. Bill Ritter. The 
bureau said the event will attract $30 million in 
spending every year for 10 years starting in 2011.  
 
Separately, David Ingemie, president of the 
SnowSports Industries America, is scheduled to 
appear in Denver for an announcement.  
 
Neither SIA nor the governor's office would 
comment prior to the official news conference 
today at 11 a.m. at the Colorado Convention 
Center. Convention and Visitors Bureau officials 

did not return messages. 

McLean, Va.-based SIA is a nonprofit trade 
association, according to its website. It works 
with various organizations, companies and 
others "with the goal of strengthening the 
development of snow sports and increasing the 
participation and interest of the consumer."

SIA conventions have been held in Las Vegas. In 
2004, more than 25,000 people attended the 
convention, and the Las Vegas Convention and 
Visitors Bureau has reported the SIA show 
brought in nearly $507 million in nongaming 
spending between 1982 and 2004. 

"If this happens, it would be a wonderful 
thing for the city," said Ken Gart, president 
of Denver-based Specialty Sports Ventures, 
which owns more than 170 ski and sports shops. 
Gart says he has worked for several years to get 
the show to move to Colorado. 

"Because of the Democratic National 
Convention coming here, we're now in a 
position to attract shows like this Ñ years 
ago, we didn't have the capacity," Gart 
said. "And it's a dramatically better fit 
for Colorado, with our skiing, outdoor lifestyle 
and focus on health."

Gart says he typically has 30 to 40 employees 
attending the show in Las Vegas. 

Fashion is a big part of the trade show, with 
such companies as Colorado-based Spyder 
showing off their new designs at daily runway 
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shows in their booths.  
 
For the past two years, SIA has kicked off the 
trade show with a cocktail party and runway 
fashion parade of looks from about 50 skiwear, 
snowboard and accessory makers. More than 
1,500 people attended the show held last year at 
a Las Vegas shopping center.  
 
Apparel has been a bright spot in the industry, 
with SIA reporting specialty- store sales figures 
from fall 2006 up 18 percent to $208.9 million, 
compared with equipment sales totaling $214.6 
million.  
 
SIA last year reached out to 30 smaller 
snowboard and action-sports manufacturers with 
a two-story display structure called "the 
Yard." Each evening after the show closes, 
guests and exhibitors were treated to 
entertainment from bands and DJs.  
 
Suzanne S. Brown: 303-954-1697 or 
sbrown@denverpost.com
Elizabeth Aguilera: 303-954-1372 or 
eaguilera@denverpost.com
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